"None but Millionaires Need Apply. The Coming Style of Presidential Election." Puck Magazine, March 3, 1890.





In the late 1800s, Pennsylvania Senator Mathew Quay was a national symbol of the power of special interests and American political corruption. On March 3, 1890, Puck magazine devoted its cover to the rule of money in the nation's capital. In this political cartoon, Quay auctions off the empty chair of the 1892 presidential election to the highest bidder. "Terms cash" reads one of the papers at his feet on the floor.
"An Unexpected Blow," by Joseph Keppler, Puck Magazine, 1876. 




 

In this 1876 political cartoon, artist Joseph Keppler satirized the attempt of Republican senators Roscoe Conkling of New York and J. Donald Cameron of Pennsylvania to run Ulysses S. Grant for a third term as president. Here, the lightning bolt of the "Independent Press" strikes at the kite of Grant's candidacy, as the winds of "Public Opinion" knock down Conklin and Cameron's control of the national Republican party, depicted as a toppling chimney. 
"The Protectors of Our Industries," Puck , 1883.
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In the late 1800s the shocking inequalities between the huge fortunes of the nation's "captains of industry" and an ever-growing population of impoverished workers drove Americans to grapple with questions about the rights of workers and employers. This 1883 editorial cartoon mocked the claims that plutocrat businessmen were the protectors of American industries by presenting Cyrus Field, Jay Gould, Cornelius Vanderbilt, and Russell Sage as bloated parasites sitting on bags of "millions," and protective bulwarks resting on the backs industrial workers making only $6 to $11 a week. 
"Wanted, a leader! - The labor-agitation orchestra on the go-as-you-please plan." Puck , circa 1886. [image: image4.jpg]




As one of the nation's most popular political idealists, Henry George was the subject of constant derision by the mainstream press, including this Puck cartoon in which George plays on his Bass-Less Theories, in a Benefit Concert for the Improvement of the Laborer's Condition that includes the Anarchist Press on trombone, Knights of Labor President Terence Powderly on harp, and the American Federation of Labor on cymbals.

"Where the Blame Lies," Sackett and Wilhelms Lithograph Co., April 4, 1891.
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The flood of immigrants into the United States in the late 1800s and labor wars that racked the nation for decades mobilized a national movement to restrict immigration. In this 1891 political cartoon, a judge scolds Uncle Sam that "If Immigration was properly Restricted you would no longer be troubled with Anarchy, Socialism, the Mafia and such kindred evils!" After he resigned from the Supreme Court in 1880, Justice William Strong became president of the National Association to Secure the Religious Amendment of the Constitution, which sought to restrict the influx of Catholic and Jewish immigrants and to declare the United States a “Christian nation.” 
Editorial cartoon, Jay Gould drowning in sea of watered stock, as William Vanderbilt looks on, Puck, circa 1883.


[image: image6.jpg]



 
Years after Gould ran the Erie Railroad into bankruptcy he watered the stock of the Wabash Railroad and Western Union Telegraph Company, and once again came into conflict with the Vanderbilts, this time with the Commodore's son William, who had become president of the New York Central after his father's death. 
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	Complete HarpWeek Explanation:
By late 1871, it seemed increasingly likely that a group of Republican liberals would oppose President Ulysses S. Grant’s reelection for a variety of reasons.  Although the liberals had supported the Reconstruction policies of congressional Republicans in the late 1860s, most opposed continued federal intervention in the South after the adoption of the Fifteenth Amendment in March 1870.  Republican liberals also criticized what they considered to be the Grant administration’s expansionist, bellicose foreign policy.  Although liberals themselves, cartoonist Thomas Nast and editor George William Curtis of Harper’s Weekly did not join the anti-Grant movement because of their personal loyalty to the president and their disagreement with administration critics’ stance that the federal government had no further role to play in protecting civil rights in the South.

Another issue separating administration detractors and defenders was civil service reform.  In 1871, President Grant had established the first federal Civil Service Commission and appointed Curtis to head it.  The bolting liberals, though, believed that Grant was not committed to civil service reform and that his practice of appointing unqualified, sometimes corrupt cronies contradicted the president’s rhetorical stance in favor of a merit system of public service.  Accordingly, this cartoon may have been Thomas Nast’s response to a Matt Morgan carton in Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, which attacked President Grant’s supposed lukewarm support of civil service reform.  

In “What I Know About Horace Greeley,” Greeley “The Traitor” (left panel) bows humbly to Jefferson Davis, presenting bail in a Richmond courtroom. The image forcibly reminded readers of Greeley’s controversial action in May 1867 to secure a bond for the release from federal custody of the former president of the Confederacy.  Meanwhile, Greeley “The Patriot” (right panel) prepares to sling “Tammany Mud” at President Grant who sits on the White House porch, imperturbably puffing his cigar and following the progress of “Civil Service Reform.”  In this and other cartoons, Nast taints Greeley with the corruption of Tammany Hall, the major Democratic machine in New York City.  Nast and Curtis believed that Greeley and the Tribune had been too soft on the Republican faction cooperating with the Tweed Ring before its ouster in late 1871.

Here, Nast presents Grant as concerned for the success of civil service reform. The cartoonist probably assumed he was following the example of his editor in defending the president, but Curtis complained privately to Nast about the personal attack on Greeley. Curtis tried several times (unsuccessfully) to dissuade Nast from ridiculing those dissident liberals the editor considered to be friends and thoughtful men of good will.  On practical grounds, Curtis realized that, whatever the result of the upcoming presidential election, he would need to work with his fellow reformers in the future to secure mutual policy goals. 


	


	 “Will Robinson Crusoe (Sumner) Forsake His Man Friday? The Boat’s Crew That Is Going Over” 
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	Complete HarpWeek Explanation:
“Will Robinson Crusoe (Sumner) Forsake His Man Friday?  The Boat’s Crew That Is Going Over” appeared in the April 20, 1872 issue of Harper’s Weekly.  The Boston Daily News called it “decidedly one of Nast’s best.”  In it, Liberal Republican Senators Carl Schurz and Thomas Tipton attempt to nudge their intractable Massachusetts colleague, Charles Sumner (as Robinson Crusoe), into accompanying them in the “Cincinnati Convention” longboat, which is destined to join the schooner, Democrat, anchored in the open waters.  Sumner, a leading promoter of black civil rights, stiffly avoids eye contact with Horace Greeley and his crew.  Sumner/Crusoe’s man Friday, representing black voters, prays on the cliff, with a “Lincoln School” in the background and the Ku Klux Klan lurking behind a tree.

In reality, Sumner was pressed heavily to support the Liberal Republican move to defeat President Grant.  The senator’s concern for his own failing health and his urgent desire to secure congressional passage of civil rights and amnesty legislation left him little time or inclination to participate in the Cincinnati movement.  In addition, he feared it could only injure his most cherished objectives if the liberals aligned later with the Democrats.  Sumner, however, opposed the president’s expansionist foreign policy and declared publicly that Grant was unfit for renomination.  Finally, on July 29, 1872, Sumner wrote an open letter to black voters, asking them to support the Greeley ticket.  He then left the country for a vacation in Europe.

	


