ELA/SS Centers

1. QBitz
2. Main Idea Board Game
3. Writer’s Workshop

4. Mood/Tone

5. Analyze the Quote from History versus a political song (“Power to the People” by John Lennon)
6. Restating Questions as topic sentences. When students are done with created ones, they practice writing their own and answering each other’s.
7. Perspective/Relationships & Mannequin Video
8. Wordly Wise

QBITZ Center

TASK:

You and your team will play 5 quick rounds of Qbitz. The object of the game is to be the first to complete the puzzle on the card in your own square with the small cubes you’ve been given.

After 3 rounds, you will answer the following questions in your ELA/SS notebook.

1. In what ways is playing Qbitz like your life? Explain using at least 5 well written sentences (restate the question as your topic sentence).

2. In what ways is playing Qbitz like Isabelle’s life, in Chains? Explain using at least 5 well written sentences (restate the question as your topic sentence).

3. Write 3 metaphors. 

-One metaphor will be about either slavery, colonial America, or another situation of the 1700s. 

-One metaphor will be about life, with the idea of games somehow “playing” (pun) a part in it. 
-One metaphor will be about relationships or perspective.

Remember that a metaphor is a type of figurative language that makes a comparison but does not use the words “like” or “as.” An example of a metaphor: The mountain of paperwork was beginning to avalanche around the poor secretary.
Main Idea Board Game

Task:

You and your team will play as many rounds as the time provided allows. Remember, this is to be taken seriously. 

Can you answer the questions well? Do you understand what the questions are asking? Are you helping your team to learn the concept of main idea?
Main Idea: 

Noun the most important or central thought of a paragraph or larger section of text, which tells the reader what the text is about (www.dictionary.com)
What is most important in the story/essay/poem or the point the author is trying to make

EX: “As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom.”
Theme: 

a unifying idea, image, or motif, repeated or developed throughout a work (www.dictionary.com)
The overall message the author wants to convey or a universal truth, moral, or idea. http://prezi.com/txpbdxtoknlh/main-idea-vs-theme/
EX: The theme of Chains “shows the lengths we can go to cast off our chains, both physical and spiritual.”
http://www.bookbrowse.com/bb_briefs/detail/index.cfm/ezine_preview_number/3140/Chains
Writer’s Workshop

Task:

You and your team will work to edit and enhance your show, don’t tell wintry day write-up. Once you have had time to bring your words to life in rough draft form, you will rewrite.
Remember, using figurative language, your 5 senses, 5 sense word list, action verbs, and dialogue will allow the reader to see what you are trying to paint so clearly with your words. 
¾ page rewrite (Show don’t tell: imagery, 4 types of figurative language, action verbs, using precise nouns, beginning sentences with prepositions, not over-using pronouns (me, mine, he, she, they, I...), focusing on painting a vivid picture and thinking about what you would like the reader to experience while reading your piece...
Watch out for repetitive sentence beginnings or choppy sentences.

Examples:

1. Tell: Bob felt scared.
Show: Bob’s face went ashen. His breathing came in ragged gasps.
2. Tell: The man was well-dressed.
Show: The man wore an ash-gray Armani coat over a linen shirt, a red silk cravat Windsor-knotted at his throat.
3. Tell: The house looked old.
Show: The house slouched in a yard choked with weeds, its paint faded and flaking, the lace curtains in its windows yellowed with age.
4. Tell: The two men exchanged greetings.
Show: “Well howdy there, Jimmy,” Brian said, grinning. 

“Ain’t seen you in a coon’s age!”

“Hey,” Jimmy answered, giving Brian a small nod.
Mood Versus Tone

Task:
You and your team will work independently to answer the provided questions in your ELA/SS notebook and restate the question as your topic sentence.

Remember that mood and tone are similar but not the same.

Mood:  
noun
1.a state or quality of feeling at a particular time: What's the boss' mood today?
2.a distinctive emotional quality or character: The mood of the music was almost funereal.
3.a prevailing emotional tone or general attitude: the country's mood.
The atmosphere that pervades a literary work with the intention of evoking a certain emotion or feeling from the audience. In drama, mood may be created by sets and music as well as words; in poetry and prose, mood may be created by a combination of such elements as SETTING, VOICE, TONE and THEME. The moods evoked by the more popular short stories of Edgar Allen Poe, for example, tend to be gloomy, horrific, and desperate.
The way the reader feels when reading a story.
Tone: 
The attitude of an author, as opposed to a NARRATOR or PERSONA, toward her subject matter and/or audience. Tone is closely linked to MOOD, but tends to be associated more with VOICE.
http://rwc.hunter.cuny.edu/reading-writing/on-line/lit-terms.html
The author’s attitude towards the characters or the story.  The author may not like the characters, and may make fun of them in a subtle way.
http://server.riverdale.k12.or.us/~bblack/litterms.htm
Analyze Song Lyrics and Historical Quote

Task:

You and your the team will listen to the “Power to the People” lyrics by John Lennon (one of the Beatles), read the lyrics, read the quote from the Declaration of Independence, and answer the questions below in your SS/ELA notebook with great thought.
1. In what ways do the words from the Declaration of Independence resonate (resemble strongly) the ideas in John Lennon’s song? (Use quotes to support your ideas in 5-8 sentences).

2. How does Isabel’s experience in Chains relate to both pieces of writing? (Use quotes to support your ideas in 5-8 sentences).

3. Who has the power in Chains, the Declaration of Independence, and “Power to the People?” (Explain using quotes and at least 8 sentences).
http://www.quietyoutube.com/watch?v=RtvlBS4PMF0
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people, right on

Say you want a revolution
We better get on right away
Well you get on your feet
And out on the street

Singing power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people, right on

A million workers working for nothing
You better give 'em what they really own
We got to put you down
When we come into town

Singing power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people, right on

I gotta ask you comrades and brothers
How do you treat you own woman back home
She got to be herself
So she can free herself

Singing power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people, right on
Now, now, now, now

Oh well, power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people, right on

Yeah, power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people, right on

Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people
Power to the people, right on

Declaration of Independence Quote:
WE hold these Truths to be self evident that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness—
You may wonder what “unalienable Rights” mean.  Here is a working definition for you:

adj.
Not to be separated, given away, or taken away; inalienable
Wordly Wise

Task:

You and your team will work independently to complete Wordly Wise 12A-B and then make flashcards for terms, including sentence examples.

EX: One side of the flashcard will have the term. The other side of the card will have the definition(s) and a sentence of two leaving a line to represent the word. 

For example: 

Pretend that one of the terms is “soar.”

One side of the flashcard will have the word SOAR.

The other side would have:

The eagle could ___________ through the sky for hours.

To rise or ascend
Relationships/Perspectives

Task:

You and your team will watch the people with disabilities mannequin video and then answer the questions below, to the best of your ability, making connections based on discussions we have had in class.

In your ELA/SS notebook, please restate the following questions as a topic sentence and then proceed to answer the questions using relevant supportive details.

http://www.quietyoutube.com/watch?v=E8umFV69fNg
1. Compare and contrast the way the mannequin “models” view themselves at the end of the video versus the way Isabel, from Chains, perceives herself. Explain in 8 sentences, using examples.

2. In what ways do people with disabilities represent/symbolize our society, as a whole? (Think about our discussions concerning everything being connected…make some leaps and dig deep). Use at least 5 sentences.

3. How does perception of one’s self affect relationships between people? Explain, in at least 8 sentences, using examples in your life, the video, and Chains.

