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History Of Water Development And The State Water Project

Before gold was discovered at Sutter's Mill in 1848, California was "virgin" land. As described by S.T. Harding in his 1960 "Water in California," there were no substantial settlements, only missions and ranches along the coast and a few early pioneers like John Sutter. The streams ran uncontrolled, and during the wet seasons, large areas became wetlands filled with thousands of waterfowl and other wildlife.
The discovery of gold lured thousands of immigrants, dubbed the Forty-niners, from all over the world, who would soon change the new state's pristine nature, including the way its water resources would be viewed and used. Miners built hundreds of miles of flumes and ditches to divert water so it could be used to sluice out the gold. In the following years as the precious metal became more difficult to find, frustrated miners turned to farming, using California's brimming aquifers to irrigate their crops.
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The Gold Rush was probably one of the most important and known events. The Gold Rush was started after the Mexican War in California when a carpenter was building something, and he noticed in the river bits of gold. After word had been let out that California was home to a gold mine (or river that is) many people came to California to get some for themselves. Not only were those people American, but some people from Britain, Australia, Germany, France, Latin America, and China.

http://www.dipity.com/sleander/Expansion-and-Industrialization/
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Gold Rush Prospector, 1849
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"(It is) ..our manifest destiny to over spread and to possess the whole of the continent which Providence has given us for the development of the great experiment of liberty" 

 In 1845 these words were written by John O'Sullivan, a democrat leader and editor of the New York newspaper 'The Morning Post'.
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Westward  Movement
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Trail of Tears

In 1838 and 1839, as part of Andrew Jackson's Indian removal policy, the Cherokee nation was forced to give up its lands east of the Mississippi River and to migrate to an area in present-day Oklahoma. The Cherokee people called this journey the "Trail of Tears," because of its devastating effects. The migrants faced hunger, disease, and exhaustion on the forced march. Over 4,000 out of 15,000 of the Cherokees died. 

This picture, The Trail of Tears, was painted by Robert Lindneux in 1942. It commemorates the suffering of the Cherokee people under forced removal. If any depictions of the "Trail of Tears" were created at the time of the march, they have not survived.
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Trail of Tears: In 1838 and 1839, as part of Andrew Jackson's Indian removal policy, the Cherokee nation was forced to give up its lands east of the Mississippi River and to migrate to an area in present-day Oklahoma. The Cherokee people called this journey the "Trail of Tears," because of its devastating effects. The migrants faced hunger, disease and exhaustion on the forced march. Over 4,000 out of 15,000 of the Cherokees died.
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A product of U.S. Army-sanctioned mass slaughter of American bison in the 1800s, these bison skulls are waiting to be ground for fertilizer, most likely in the American midwest. The slaughter was so “effective” that the population of bison in the U.S. is estimated to have dropped from around 60 million in 1800 to as few as 750 in 1890.
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Indian Boarding School- Native Americans were forced to assimilate, to become a part of the “superior” American culture and to put away their “savage” beliefs and ways. Those that did not comply faced greater hardships than removal and stealing of their lands.
[image: image11.jpg]



“If a Western Rip Van Winkle had fallen asleep in 1869 and awakened in 1896, he would not have recognized the lands that the railroads had touched. Bison had yielded to cattle; mountains had been blasted and bored. Great swaths of land that had once whispered grass now screamed corn and wheat. Nation-states had conquered Indian peoples, slaughtering some of them and confining and controlling most of them. Population had increased across much of this vast region, and there were growing cities along its edges. A land that had once run largely north-south now ran east-west. Each change could have been traced back to the railroads.”  - Richard White, Railroaded

The need for massive industry was obvious: in order to reach California’s burgeoning port cities like San Francisco and to expedite the extraction of gold from the mines, railroad tracks would need to be laid across the plains to reach the Pacific and open up trade networks.
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Native American boarding schools were set up in the late 1800’s as a means for the white man to teach Native Americans, who they believed to be savages, how to be civilized. It was a disgraceful attempt to impose the white culture onto native Americans, and has played a big role in the way Native Americans see the public school system in America today.

The first Native American boarding school was created in 1878 in Pennsylvania. Captain Richard Pratt turned an abandoned military post into a prison school for Indians that were accused of slaughtering white settlers. Later Pratt opened a similar school in Florida. This school forced 72 Apache Indians to remain there for almost a full year. When the year was up Pratt had convinced 22 of them to remain in school.

Pratt was quoted as saying “he wanted to kill the Indian, not the man.”, indicating that his educational intentions involved assimilating Native Americans to a more European culture. Most Native American boarding schools used brainwashing techniques to accomplish their goals.

The Native American boarding schools were opened far away from Indian reservations, to insure that children had little or no contact with their family and friends, essentially depriving them of their native culture. They were forced to memorize the Bible and were forbidden from practicing their faith. They were also not allowed to speak their native language, and were taught that their former way of life was savage. In addition, the Native American boarding schools punished the children harshly for any deviations from the school’s regulations.

[image: image13.jpg]



Mass grave for the dead Lakota after the massacre at Wounded Knee Creek.

Fearing aggression, a group of 300 Sioux did leave the reservation. Army regulars believed them to be a hostile force preparing for attack. When the two sides came into contact, the Sioux reluctantly agreed to be tranported to Wounded Knee Creek on Pine Ridge Reservation.On the morning of December 29, 1890, the army demanded the surrender of all Sioux weapons. Amid the tension, a shot rang out, possibly from a deaf brave who misunderstood his chief's orders to surrender.

The Seventh Cavalry — the reconstructed regiment lost by George Armstrong Custer — opened fire on the Sioux. The local chief, Big Foot, was shot in cold blood as he recuperated from pneumonia in his tent. Others were cut down as they tried to run away. When the smoke cleared almost all of the 300 men, women, and children were dead. Some died instantly, others froze to death in the snow.

This massacre marked the last showdown between Native Americans and the United States Army. It was nearly 400 years after Christopher Columbus first contacted the first Americans. The 1890 United States census declared the frontier officially closed.
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Young soldiers from a Ugandan supported Congolese rebel movement group, sing liberation songs waving their rifles in this photo in the north eastern Congolese town of Bunia. (AP Photo/Karel Prinsloo)
Foreign Governments Using Child Soldiers Continue to Receive US Military Funding 

July 6, 2012 • Janessa Schilmoeller
(MintPress) – The State Department recently released its annual Trafficking in Persons Report, listing governments in seven countries that continue to recruit child soldiers – nearly all of which receive military financing from the United States despite provisions in place against it.
The Child Soldiers Prevention Act of 2008 (CSPA) prohibits the U.S. government from providing any form of military assistance to governments that recruit child soldiers under the age of 18 either as active soldiers or for supportive roles as cooks, messengers or slaves.

However, millions of U.S. taxpayer dollars continue to flow into countries that support the use of child soldiers every year in the form of international military education and training (IMET), foreign military financing (FMF) and section 1206 assistance. In some cases, commercial weapons are sold directly to the foreign governments.
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Starving children in Africa.
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Four Chicago mothers shared stories about their sons who were killed in the crossfire in their violent neighborhood. 

One of the mothers is Coree Parks. Her 20-year-old son Darius was killed after a man approached his van with a gun and shot him as he tried to drive away. Darius was not affiliated with a gang. His case, like many others, remains unsolved

CeaseFire Illinois: This Chicago-based, anti-violence program uses a public health approach to stopping violence by helping to change behavior. "Violence is learned and transmitted and we must stop the transmission," said Tio Hardiman, Director of Ceasefire Illinois. Ceasefire's national office -- which recently adopted a new moniker, Cure Violence -- employs trained outreach workers known as violence interrupters who detect and interrupt violence before it starts. 

Dr. Gary Slutkin founded CeaseFire in 1995 and independent studies have shown that shootings are down as much as 40 percent in Chicago communities where Ceasefire operates. Programs modeled after Ceasefire operate in more than 15 US cities and seven countries. 
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These emaciated children survived the Ravensbrück, Germany, concentration camp. Though Ravensbrück imprisoned mostly women, it also included a children's camp at Uckermark and a separate section for men. In December 1944 and January 1945, Uckermark was recognized as a selection and extermination camp for Ravensbrück.
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Dorothea Lange's photograph of migrant children during the Dust Bowl of the 1930s
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Child Labor 1908-1912. Photo taken by Lewis W. Hine. Miners: Breaker boys, Hughestown Borough Pennsylvania Coal Company. One of these is James Leonard, another is Stanley Rasmus. Pittston, Pennsylvania
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Children worked at a construction site in New Delhi, Jan. 30, 2010. By Joanna Sugden
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In the Philippines, families living in a landfill or dumpsite is very common.  The trash of others is usually gold for these families.  Just outside of manila, there is a massive landfill site called Payatas dumpsite.  It is one of the biggest landfill sites in the Philippines, where almost all of the solid waste coming from cities within and nearby metro manila goes.

In Payatas, approximately 8,000 to 11,000 families lives and works here.  It’s like a small village where people usually scavenge for precious metals like, iron, copper, aluminum, and also plastics which then sold to junk shops around the area.   Here, children who work alongside with their parents scavenging for recyclables is very common.  This is a very rigorous job for these kids, without protection and safety equipment, they are very susceptible to accidents and illnesses.

Most of the families in Payatas choose not to send their kids to school due to lack of finances.  Instead, they let their kids help them scavenging to add to their family income.  An individual only gets 50 to 100 pesos a day about $2 per head, thus the more family member working the higher the income they get.

http://news.aidphilippines.com/2011/12/06/child-labor/
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School children in war-torn Vietnam, 1960s, by Philip Jones Griffiths
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Libya has ordered the U.N. refugee agency UNHCR to close its operations there, putting the future of more than 12,000 refugees and asylum seekers at risk, a UNHCR spokeswoman said on Tuesday. The expulsion has taken on added gravity because of the Italian policy of pushing back refugees who are fleeing North Africa and the Middle East out of Italian waters into Libya, UNHCR spokeswoman Melissa Fleming said.
Libya has not signed the 1951 convention on refugees and does not have a domestic asylum system so the UNHCR has been helping the authorities determine whether people arriving are refugees or other migrants, she told a briefing.
“This will leave a huge vacuum for the thousands of refugees and asylum seekers who are there already and of course those who continue to arrive steadily on boats every week,” Fleming told a news briefing.
Fleming said Libya had informed the UNHCR last week that it must go, but gave no deadline or reason for the decision.
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Source: AFP PHOTO/PHILIPPE HUGUEN 

CHAD, Goz Beida : Sudanese refugee children press up against a fence in Djabal refugee camp near Goz Beida southern Chad on March 15, 2009. United Nations forces took over command from European Union peacekeepers here Sunday to protect refugees and displaced people in Chad and the Central African Republic. The EU's EUFOR troops swapped their berets for the UN peacekeeping ones in in the eastern Chadian town of Abeche in a symbolic handover ceremony attended by senior officials and diplomats, including French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner. Some 5,200 peacekeepers from the UN's MINURCAT mission are now charged with protecting refugees from Sudan's strife-torn Darfur region and people displaced by a rebel insurgency in Chad and northern Central African Republic, though roughly 2,000 members of the European force will remain for a few more months under the UN beret until African and Nepalese units arrive. 
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Two Japanese children stand underneath a notice detailing 'Civilian Restrictive Order No 1' outside the Pinedale assembly centre, California, in 1942. Photograph: Us Army Signal Corps/ CORBIS

Seventy years ago, US soldiers bearing bayoneted rifles came marching up to the front door of our family's home in Los Angeles, ordering us out. Our crime was looking like the people who had bombed Pearl Harbor a few months before. I'll never forget that day, nor the tears streaming down my mother's face as we were forcibly removed, herded off like animals, to a nearby race track. There, for weeks, we would live in a filthy horse stable while our "permanent" relocation camp was being constructed thousands of miles away in Arkansas, in a place called Rohwer.
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Thomas J. O'Halloran, photographer[image: image27.png]



School Integration in Clinton, Tennessee 

In 1956, Clinton High School in Clinton, Anderson County, Tennessee, was set to be the first high school in the South to be integrated after the Brown decision. Integration was progressing smoothly until John Kasper, leader of the White Citizens Council and a staunch segregationist, came to town. Protests and riots ensued from that day until early in December, when several white citizens escorted the African American students to class, as shown here. One of the escorts was badly beaten afterwards. As a result of the episode the school was closed on December 4, but reopened six days later without incident.
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WWII (1942): Little boy sits at the bottom of what remains of his home in England after a German air raid.
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Prairie Pioneers, Sod Hut, circa 1880
“Prairie pioneers often lived in sod houses at first. There were no trees to provide logs, so turf was dug up in the shape of bricks. Glass windows were a rare luxury.”
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