Rubric for Tall Tales
	CATEGORY
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Writing Process
	Student devotes a great deal of time and effort to the writing process (prewriting, drafting, reviewing and editing).  Works hard to make the story wonderful.
	Student devotes sufficient time and effort to the writing process (prewriting, drafting, reviewing, and editing).  Works and gets the job done
	Student devotes some time and effort to the writing process but was not very thorough.  Does enough to get by.
	Student devotes little time and effort to the writing process.  Doesn't seem to care.

	Focus on Assigned Topic
	The entire story has action and is related to the assigned topic and allows the reader to understand much more about the topic.
	Most of the story has action and is related to the assigned topic.  The story wanders off at one point, but the reader can still learn something about the topic.
	Some of the story has action and is related to the assigned topic, but a reader does not learn much about the topic.
	No attempt has been made to relate the story to the assigned topic or demonstrate action.

	Style
	The story has at least 5 exaggerations (hyperboles) and several other types of figurative language which lends itself to an amusing and entertaining tale.
	The story has at least 3 exaggerations (hyperboles) and several other types of figurative language which makes it a mostly amusing and entertaining tale.
	The story is lacking in exaggerations (hyperboles) and other types of figurative language which complicates amusing or entertainment value.
	There are no exaggerations or other types of figurative language present in the story and it  is not amusing or entertaining.

	Neatness
	The final draft of the story is readable, clean, neat and attractive.  It is free of erasures and crossed-out words.  It looks like the author took great pride in it.
	The final draft of the story is readable, neat and attractive.  It may have one or two erasures, but they are not distracting.  It looks like the author took some pride in it.
	The final draft of the story is readable and some of the pages are attractive.  It looks like part of it might have been done in a hurry.
	The final draft is not neat or attractive.  It looks like the student just wanted to get it done and didn't care what it looked like.

	Creativity
	The story contains many creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has really used his/ her imagination.
	The story contains a few creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author has used his/her imagination.
	The story contains a few creative details and/or descriptions, but they distract from the story.  The author has tried to use his/her imagination.
	There is little evidence of creativity in the story.  The author does not seem to have used much imagination

	Character Development
	The main character is fully developed through vivid description and dialogue.  Their actions and the actions/reactions of others are clearly explained.  He/she has super-human abilities and solves a problem.
	The main character is fully developed through description and dialogue.  Their actions and the actions/reactions of others are explained. He/she has super-human abilities and solves a problem.
	The main character is  developed through vague description and minimal dialogue.  Their actions and the actions/reactions of others are somewhat explained.  He/she has some super-human abilities and somewhat solves a problem.
	The main character is not developed, does not solve a problem and is not explained as having super-human powers.

	Setting
	Many vivid, descriptive words are used to tell when and where the story took place.
	Some vivid, descriptive words are used to tell the audience when and where the story took place.
	The reader can figure out when and where the story took place, but the author didn't supply much detail
	The reader has trouble figuring out when and where the story took place.

	Dialogue
	Animated dialogue between characters makes the tale enjoyable to read and adds to the personality of the protagonist.
	The tale has some dialogue that allows the reader to gain some insight into the protagonist’s character while also entertaining.
	The tale is lacking sufficient dialogue to get a glimpse into the protagonist.
	There is no dialogue.


