COLONIAL  AMERICA AND  THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION

“They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety.” -Benjamin Franklin 
The Dutch of New Netherland, the Swedes and Finns of New Sweden, the Quakers of Pennsylvania, the Puritans of New England, the English settlers of Jamestown, and others came to the New World for different reasons and created colonies with distinct social, 

religious, political and economic structures. 
Initially, the Thirteen Colonies had a peaceful, if distant, relationship with England. 

Differing viewpoints about colonial rights versus Great Britain’s rights caused little trouble before the 1750s. England grew rich from colonial trade, while the colonists followed their own interests and developed new ways of life. However, the French and Indian War 

changed that. 
The French wanted complete control of the frontier lands west of the Appalachian Mountains. By 1754, the British and French became engaged in what was known in America as the French and Indian War and in Europe as the Seven Years’ War. When 

France and Britain signed the Treaty of Paris in 1763, France lost most of its land to Great Britain. 
Great Britain began to take firmer control of its colonies since British leaders needed to settle war debts and wanted to protect newly won lands. Though few members of 

Parliament understood colonial issues and ideas, amassing an empire left Great Britain with huge debts and many in England thought the colonists should help pay those debts. This led Parliament to impose the Sugar, Stamp and Quartering Acts on the colonists. 

Great Britain’s actions stunned many colonists. They could not believe that Parliament 

wanted to govern them without their consent. Colonists began to speak about British tyranny and to question the authority of Parliament in colonial affairs. The Sons of Liberty insisted Parliament repeal the Stamp Act. Merchants signed non-importation agreements. Threats of being “tarred and feathered” by the Sons of Liberty convinced colonial merchants to cooperate in the boycotts. Even colonial women stopped buying British cloth, and wove their own. Violence soon erupted. 
When news of the protests in the colonies reached Parliament the Stamp Act was repealed. Shortly after Parliament rethought their actions and passed the Declaratory Act, which stated that Parliament had the power to make laws to control the colonists. 
The Townshend Acts, passed in 1767, imposed duties on certain goods the colonies imported from Great Britain. Knowing that the duties would have to be enforced, Parliament made an example of New York, the headquarters for British troops. Because New York refused to obey the Quartering Act, their assembly was not allowed to pass any more laws until the colony complied with the act. The colonists were shocked by Great Britain’s open challenge to their right to self-govern. Sons of Liberty in New York and New England vowed to protect this right and once again colonists raised the cry of “no taxation without representation.” 

Colonial boycott of British goods caused Britain’s colonial trade to drop and hurt them financially. By imposing taxes on British imports such as glass and paint, Parliament inadvertently encouraged the colonists to develop their own industries. Because the taxes 

backfired, British merchants urged Parliament to repeal the Townshend Acts and Britain agreed, dropping all the Townshend duties except the tax on tea. For a time, the colonists and the British seemed willing to put aside disagreements and British goods flowed once more into colonial ports. 

Parliament passed the Tea Act in May 1773, which allowed the East India Company to sell tea directly to the colonists instead of going through the colonial merchants, but the import tax on tea still had to be paid. Even with the import tax, the East India Company could lower their tea prices below what was charged by colonial merchants and smugglers. Britain thought they were helping both the company and the colonies. However, the colonists felt that the unfair price advantage given to the company would drive colonial tea 

merchants out of business. Their resentment of the Tea Act astonished Parliament. Soon the colonists refused to buy tea and sometimes shipped it back to Britain. On the evening of December 16, 1773 a group of colonists calling themselves “Sons of Liberty” disguised themselves as Native Americans and threw 342 chests of tea into Boston harbor! This event became known as the Boston Tea Party. 

The colonists did not have to wait long for British reaction to the Boston Tea Party. British leaders felt it was time to bring the American colonies under control. In March 1774, Parliament passed a series of laws, called the Coercive Acts. The colonists thought these acts were unbearable. They called them the “Intolerable Acts.” 

That same year, delegates from 12 colonies met in Philadelphia at the First Continental Congress. Some delegates wanted to move cautiously, while others expressed a desire for bold actions. Some delegates were also still loyal to the British Empire and respected the British government. The congress urged people to arm themselves and ready their militia. They sent a letter to King George III asking him to stop punishing Boston and restore peace between the colonies and Britain. The delegates also agreed to stop colonial trade with Great Britain until Parliament repealed the Intolerable Acts. 
By the time the delegates returned home, most of them not only questioned Parliament’s right to tax them, but also its right to rule them. This was a revolutionary point of view. While the delegates avoided declaring independence, they hoped the king would listen. 
Tensions mounted when Parliament refused to repeal the Intolerable Acts. In the colonies, minutemen organized in towns and villages, women continued to boycott British goods and the Second Continental Congress formed the Continental Army, with George Washington as commander. 

The delegates encouraged the colonial governments to draw up new constitutions so that if war came, the colonies would have governments in place. They wrote the Olive Branch petition asking King George III to repeal the Intolerable Acts. King George refused and declared the colonies in rebellion. Parliament ordered a blockade of all colonial ports and sent 30,000 German mercenaries (Hessians) to help control the colonists. These actions only strengthened the colonial will to fight for their freedom. 

While the Second Continental Congress met and debated issues in Philadelphia, American soldiers streamed into Boston. They wanted to strike back at the British for the attacks at Lexington and Concord. Though battles had taken place, the colonists still had not

committed themselves to a war in the early months of 1776. 
Thomas Paine published Common Sense, which sold more than 120,000 copies in two months. The pamphlet said that the time had come for the colonies to part with the British king, persuading many to give up their loyalty to the king in favor of American independence. 
By early July 1776, after delegates to the Second Continental Congress endured long disagreements and debates, they voted for independence. The Declaration of Independence was drafted thereby completely severing ties of the American colonies to Great Britain. 
Americans were fighting for a different form of government, a republic, in which citizens elect representatives to manage the government on their behalf. However, the Continental Army had too few soldiers, low morale, a lack of money, gunpowder and supplies. It was General Washington who held them together by insisting upon organization and discipline. 
The war for independence lasted more than five years with Americans enduring great hardships. The American victory at the Battle of Saratoga was a turning point of the war. France began to openly send desperately needed money and supplies to the colonies. Spain and the Netherlands allied with France against the British and they too sent aid. 
On September 28, 1781 the French and American troops surrounded Yorktown. The British could not retreat by sea and they surrendered on October 19th. While the British still controlled New York City and did not leave Charles Town until 1782, except for a few minor skirmishes, the Revolutionary War was over. Americans had won the right to form their own government.
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