Chains Book Project

Directions: You and your partners will create an informational booklet/pamphlet/children’s book/pop-up book that will address the research question you are assigned.  Rubric to follow. Creativity is key to a strong grade. The way you tackle the answers to the questions posed, impacts your grade. Split up the research and the tasks amongst your group mates. You will be graded for your part and graded separately on your ability to work with a group.
All sources need to be cited accurately. You will need to quote and paraphrase important information from history in order to answer the questions thoroughly. Copying and pasting over 25% of your project is not an option (plagiarism means not passing).
1. Research weather patterns and plant types in the region of New York City. Try to figure out what kind of seeds Isabel might have planted throughout the year to keep her garden going. What types of plants, herbs, spices, vegetables, and livestock were common in the 1700s? How did they arrive in NYC?  (Noah, Keeley, Nicole)
2. It must have hurt when Isabel was branded with the letter ‘I’ on her cheek! How would a doctor, or maid, have cared for her? What type of pain medication and wound cleaners did they have? You probably won’t find Ibuprofen and Neosporin! What was the name of the person who would prescribe medication? And their shop? How often did people visit a doctor? Were doctors common in the 1700s?  (Sims, Dorismar, Sara)
3. Detail the area that experienced the Great Fire.  What did it look like then and what does it look like now?  How many people were affected?  How so? How did New York begin to rebuild? When? Were there differences in the architectural elements?

Do the history books know the cause of the fire? How did it impact the city? How was it finally extinguished?  How long did the fire last?  (Rivers, Sanai, Anna W.)
4. Many people don’t realize how fundamental slavery was in their area before, during and after the Revolution. When was slavery finally abolished? Look up the progress of African American rights and come up with a timeline of the important events, beginning with the first record of slavery in the New World. What parts of the colonies had the greatest amount of slaves? How did slavery differ in the northern colonies versus the southern? (Eli, Aliyah, Aleta)
5. Pretend you are the Lockton family. Come up with a budget plan for living in those days. Don’t forget to pay your maids, but not the slaves. You will also have to remember to save money for the groceries, care of the horses, fabric for clothing and a few special items for Elihu when he comes home. It is time to do the grocery shopping. How often do you think you will have to go? What should you buy when you go? How will you get it home? Remember that they didn’t have refrigerators or cars. They had to be very careful to not let any food spoil, especially in the summer months. Try to list the ingredients needed for a breakfast of muffins, sandwiches for lunch and a big chicken supper (you can add the side dishes!). (Kevin, Anna B., Thomas)
6. How did African slaves take on Christian beliefs in the 1700s but still keep part of their ancestral traditions and values? What traditions did they start as a “new” group of people coming to a new world? How did their traditions and beliefs help them? Why do groups of people take on new beliefs? Describe/explain. (Zoe, Zion, Owen)
7. Describe the life of slaves in the American colonies in the 1700s. Discuss the difference between a servant and a slave. Intertwine some of the characters experiences with historical facts from the period. Explain the daily chores required of each. (Avery, Devan, Mikey)
8. How does the Declaration of Independence change the course of history? What is this document? Who was involved in its creation? Where were these rebel colonists (our nation’s forefathers) located when it was approved? What were its most powerful words? Why? When did it get printed? Did it change the course of the Revolutionary War? Explain the impact that this document had on the 13 colonies and why some slaves were pleased with it while others were not?  (Jamie, Nehemiah, Eva, Euly)
9. What was a child’s life like in the 1700s in New York City? Did they attend school?  Did they have three meals a day? What types of clothing did they wear?  And bedtime stories? Play? Foods eaten? Types of housing they lived in? Were they required to attend school?  How did their life differ from your own?  (Honor, William, Fiona)
10. How old is New York City? How did it become a city? Who established in first? Were there many immigrants from other countries when it was first established and through the 1700s? How populated was it during the time period of the novel? What was life in New York City like from the time it was first established until Isabel’s time? How did it change in sight, sound, smells, touches, tastes? Why was it so popular even back then? What intrigues you most about its past? Why? (River, Briana, Amelia)
11. What were the different lifestyles of colonists in the 1700s living in New York City? How did people support their families? What types of employment could be gained? Describe the jobs and the places around the city that would provide employment. What were the best professions to obtain? How did a person acquire better employment?  How were people paid? Why were some people poor and others wealthy?  Do you see the same economic patterns exist today, as in the 1700s? (Sarah, Quinn, Uditi) 
12. Describe the Native American tribes in the New York area from the 1700s.  What happened to these groups as the colonists settled the area? What types of people were these Natives? How many different Native groups shared the area prior to colonial settlement? Were Native peoples still near the area throughout the 1700s? How did their lives change?  Did their presence affect the colonists? Explain and describe. (Cordelia, Manuel, Ainsley)
13. How has the New York City skyline and coastal region changed since the 1700s? What environmental impacts have settlement and growth had on the region? Explain/describe in detail. (Jordan, Emin, Lily)
14. Why were some slaves allowed to learn to read while others were not?  Was there a law passed against allowing slaves to become literate? Why? What does literacy give people?  Explain. And explain how it changed the lives of Africans in our country, giving examples. (Olivia, Everest, Liam)
15. What type of music, art, and architecture were popular during the 1700s in New York and areas beyond? How has this period affected the music, art, and architecture of present day? Was there a reason why certain music, art, and architecture were used? What impact did immigration have on these aspects? Explain using examples. (Isabel, Francisco, Nathan)
16. Describe the immigrants of the 1700s. Who were they? Where did they immigrate from? Why did they immigrate? Where did they set up new homes? How did their presence impact life in the new colonies? Explain using examples. (Jessica, Wesley, Aaws)
