
           Figurative Language Resource Page
            A tool that an author uses to help readers visualize what is happening in the story.

	Term
	Definition
	Examples

	Alliteration
	The repetition of usually initial consonant sounds in two or more neighboring words or syllables
	-The wild and woolly walrus waits and wonders when we’ll walk by.
-Cats corral crayfish with clay carts.

	Personification
	Giving something human qualities; making an inanimate object act like a person or animal
	-The stuffed bear smiled as the little boy hugged him close.
-Tears from the clouds dripped onto the dancing stalks of grass.

	Onomatopoeia
	Naming an object or action by imitating the sound associated with it.
	Buzz, hiss, roar, woof, meow, crack, bang

	Metaphor
	Comparing two things, which are alike in some way, in order to clarify our understanding of one of them.
	-I’m drowning in money.
-The oven of a class room caused the students to agonize.

	Simile
	A figure of speech that compares to unlike things by using “like” or “as”
	-The sun is like a yellow ball of fire in the sky.
-He was as fast as lightning.

	Hyperbole
	An exaggeration, usually with humor
	-mile-high ice-cream cones
-That building can touch the clouds.

	Idiom
	Speech form or language that is known to a group of people within a particular region.
	-kick the bucket
-under the weather

	Assonance
	A resemblance of sound in words or syllables.
	-holy and stony
-fleet feet sweep by sleeping geese

	Cliche
	A word or phrase that has become overly familiar or commonplace.
	-No pain, no gain
-An oldie, but goodie

-Another day, another dollar

	Puns
	A word or words, which are formed to have more than one possible meaning.
	-Using that pencil is pointless.
-I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger. Then it hit me.

	Irony
	The opposite of what is meant.
	A man who is a traffic cop gets his license suspended for unpaid parking tickets.


