Political Cartoon Rubric

Note:

This informational page and rubric that follows were adapted from mthsgaildemarco.pbworks.com/.../Political%20Cartoon%20-%20Instructi...

Directions: Using previous cartoons that we have looked at in class, you are to design a

political cartoon of your own. It should be a cartoon that deals with an issue we have

talked about within the 1800s time period (either Native American Removal Act of 1830, Westward Movement/Manifest Destiny, slavery and growing tensions between the North and South, the Gold Rush, or the Civil War. Take your time and plan out what you want your cartoon to look like before you start. I know that everyone is not an artist, but try your best and make it neat.
How do I begin to create a political cartoon?

First you must ask yourself, “What is the issue I want to write about?”  A good way to decide is to look over your notes.  What issue stands out to you?  Meaning, was there something that shocked you, something that you think is not right, something that seems hypocritical, something that you think needs change, something that is emotional, etc?   You should write down your statement and then ask yourself “why do I feel this way and what should be done?”

For example, please see the cartoon below:
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For the example on the first page, before they did any work, I asked the student, “What do you want to say?”  The student said, “I believe that Iran is actually trying to build nuclear weapons (not nuclear power for peaceful purposes), that the U.N. is just “standing by” and letting it happen, and that, in the end, it could be very dangerous.”

I then summarized the main point by saying, “So you are saying that someone is being sneaky (not paying attention) and that they are being tricked into something that might end up being dangerous?”

I then asked the student, “Can you think of another example of something that symbolizes your summary?”

The student said, “This kind of reminds me of the whole ‘Trojan Horse thing.’  The student began to explain that Iran is acting like a “Trojan Horse” because, while they say they are working on nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, they are actually working on nuclear weapons which will eventually threaten the world.

As you can see, the political cartoon that the student created is an excellent example of this, and it earned a 30 out of 30. 

Question(s) to answer:
What is your specific opinion about something we learned in class?

· Why should we care?

· What should we do about it?

· Why is this important?

· Who is to blame?

· What does this say about what you believe?

Please note:

It is very tempting to copy cartoons that have already been done.  Some students believe that they can take an idea from an artist, change a thing or two, and then claim it is their own.  This is plagiarism and will result in a “0” on your assignment.  You must come up with an original idea.
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	Organization & Preparation
	The political cartoon is of excellent quality and it is apparent that the student spent time in preparing it.
	The political cartoon is of good quality and it is apparent that the student spent some time.
	The political cartoon is of fair quality and seems rushed. 
	The political cartoon appears to have been hastily created and appears messy or disorganized.

	Knowledge & Concept of the Topic
	The political cartoon demonstrates higher level understanding of an issue from the 1800s.
	The political cartoon demonstrates an understanding of an issue from the 1800s.
	The political cartoon demonstrates recognition of an issue but not a clear understanding.
	The political cartoon demonstrates that the student is still struggling to understand the issue.

	Creativity of the Product
	The political cartoon’s style, color, and impact align perfectly with the student’s ideas.
	The political cartoon’s style, color, and impact align well with the students ideas.
	The political cartoon’s style, color, and impact do not align well with the students ideas.
	The political cartoon’s style, color, and impact seem disjointed and rushed.

	Visual Expression of Ideas
	The political cartoon is rich with symbolism.  The message goes beyond a statement and reflects an in-depth opinion answering more than one of the “questions to answer.”
	The political cartoon is rich with symbolism.  The message goes beyond a statement and reflects an in-depth opinion answering one of the “questions to answer.”
	The political cartoon demonstrates little symbolism.  The message does not really go beyond a statement (for example “people in Africa are starving”) and does not reflect an in-depth opinion answering more than one of the “questions to answer.”
	The political cartoon demonstrates little to no symbolism.  The message does not really go beyond a statement (for example “people in Africa are starving”) and does not reflect an in-depth opinion.


